physical sciences, and indeed many of the concepts behind genetics are mathematical in nature.
In this issue, we launch a new series of articles looking at these fundamental concepts in genetics. Each article aims to bring together an introduction to a concept, which will be accessible to all biologists, with a discussion of its continuing relevance and use in current research. We start with a concept that goes to the core of what genetics, the science of inheritance, is about: heritability. The modern form of heritability was formulated by Wright and Fisher, but its antecedents date back to Galton.
Future topics will include linkage disequilibrium and epistasis.
The articles in the series tackle concepts that are not only important for a student's understanding of genetics, but that are still relevant in the genomics era. In some cases, the relevance is immediately obvious -for example, the role of linkage disequilibrium in association studies has been instrumental in uncovering hundreds of loci involved in disease, and understanding epistasis is important in untangling the biological significance of these loci. In addition, many of the concepts have at times been misunderstood; not least heritability, which is of central relevance to the nature-nurture debate that is never far from the public consciousness.
As we publish the articles in the series over the coming months and years, they will be collected together on the series web sitehttp://www.nature.com/nrg/series/fundamental. We hope that they will become a useful resource. 
